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Beaver Island Students Gain Work Experience 

Through Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates Program  

 
BEAVER ISLAND, MI— Beaver Island Community School students in the Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates 

(JMG) program gained valuable work experience thanks to a partnership between the Beaver Island 

Historical Society and Northwest Michigan Works! The four students each spent two weeks in a paid work 

experience program working for the Historical Society. The program gave the students the opportunity to 

learn skills in customer service, marketing, article writing, archiving, and construction. The students 

participating in the work experience program were sophomore Sophie McDonough, junior Ava Palmer, 

and Ethan Kubesh and Jacob Bontrager, both seniors.   

 

Northwest Michigan Works! is proud to partner with Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates (JMG) in serving the 

region’s youth. JMG is the leading program of Youth Solutions, Inc., a premier youth opportunity 

organization on a mission to equip young people with the skills to overcome barriers and win in education, 

employment, and in life. The JMG program consists of a comprehensive set of services designed to help 

young people achieve education and career goals. The purpose of this program is to inspire and connect 

youth to achieve a future beyond imagination. 
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Founded in 1974, Networks Northwest facilitates and manages various programs and services for the 10-county 

region. These programs include Northwest Michigan Works!, APEX Accelerator (formerly PTAC), various business 

services, and many different regional planning initiatives in response to our communities’ requests and needs. You 

will see the broad spectrum of workforce, business, and community services Networks Northwest offers if you visit 
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our website, networksnorthwest.org. Networks Northwest's member counties are Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, 

Emmet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford. 
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