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Pavement Ratings Show Condition of
Roads in Northwest Michigan
NORTHWEST LOWER, MI – An evaluation of roads in northwest Lower Michigan shows that 40
percent of the region’s federal-aid-eligible roads are in poor condition. That is up from 35 percent of
the roads in poor condition in 2018.
Staff from county road commissions, the Michigan Department of Transportation, and Networks
Northwest drove on over 2,800 miles of federal-aid-eligible roads in the 10-county region in 2019 to
complete the Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER). Federal-aid-eligible roads are
defined as highways on the Federal-aid highway system and all other public roads not classified as
local roads or rural minor collectors.
The PASER system is a visual method for evaluating the condition of roads and rating them on a one
to 10 linear scale with one being poor and 10 excellent. The Transportation Asset Management
Council (TAMC) groups the 1-10 rating scale into three categories: 1-4 is poor, 5-7 is fair, and 8-10 is
good.
Good ratings are typically newly constructed or recently seal coated roads that require only routine
maintenance such as street sweeping, drainage clearing, shoulder grading, and crack sealing. Roads
with a fair rating can be managed with preventive maintenance measures that address pavement
problems before structural integrity is severally impacted. Doing so protects the pavement structure,
slows deterioration and corrects pavement surface deficiencies. Poorly rated roads require structural
improvements like resurfacing or major reconstruction. Alligator cracking and road rutting are
common examples of the roads structure failing.
(MORE)
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The table below shows 2019 PASER ratings by lane miles broken down by county and PASER rating
score.

The chart below shows the PASER rating groups for the region’s roads over the past five years.

PASER maps and tables for each of the region’s 10 counties are available on the Networks
Northwest website at, nwm.org/paser. More details on PASER can be found on the Michigan
Transportation Asset Management Council’s website, michigan.gov/tamc/.
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Founded in 1974, Networks Northwest facilitates and manages various programs and services for the 10
county region. These programs include Northwest Michigan Works, Small Business Development Center,
Procurement Technical Assistance Center, various business services, and many different regional planning
initiatives in response to our communities’ requests and needs. You will see the broad spectrum of workforce,
business and community services Networks Northwest offers if you visit our web site, networksnorthwest.org
Networks Northwest's member counties are: Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska,
Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford.
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