y!
N W r |( \ N r hW Chief Elected Official: Chris Christensen
etworks (& Northwest

i Board Chair: Nicole Sulak
/ Business / Chief Executive Officer: Janie McNabb

News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 19, 2024

Primary Media Contact: Evelyn Szpliet, Regional Director of Apprenticeship Services, Northwest
Michigan Works!

231.631.2613

evelyn.szpliet@networksnorthwest.org

Secondary Media Contact: Dana O’Dell, Communications Coordinator, Networks Northwest
231.463.7345

dana.odell@networksnorthwest.org

Habitat for Humanity and SEEDS Recognized
During State of Michigan Race to Talent Event

NORTHERN LOWER, MI— Habitat for Humanity Grand Traverse Region and SEEDS Ecology and
Education Centers were recognized for being Champions of US Department of Labor Registered
Apprenticeship during the State of Michigan Race to Talent event on September 9t at the 2024
Annual Michigan Works! Conference in Traverse City, Ml. Northwest Michigan Works! conveyed the
honor, in partnership with the State Apprenticeship Expansion team at the Michigan Department of
Labor and Economic Opportunity.

Apprentice Dakota Hughes-Johnston from Habitat for Humanity and Ryan Buck, SEEDS Senior
Philanthropy Officer shared their registered apprenticeship experience and how the programs have
benefited their organizations and teams. Both employers have a variety of registered apprenticeship
programs including carpentry, customer service and landscape management technician. SEEDS was
also recognized during a US Department of Labor pre-apprenticeship presentation featuring Larisa
Stone, a youth carpenter apprentice.

Registered under the Northwest Michigan Works! U.S. Department of Labor (USDOL) Standards of
Apprenticeship, Habitat for Humanity and SEEDS were presented with the Race to Talent, Registered
Apprenticeship Champion Award for providing comprehensive quality training to all their apprentices.

“Hosting registered apprenticeships in SEEDS EcoCorps for Landscape Management (Ecological)
and Carpentry has provided SEEDS, as an employer, with valuable resources to work with select
employees to strengthen their skill sets, elevating the capacity of our team and providing career-
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building credentials for our apprentices” mentioned Jennifer Flynn, Program Director, EcoCorps,
SEEDS Ecology and Education Centers.

“Networks Northwest Apprenticeship Program has created invaluable training and growth
opportunities for Habitat for Humanity Grand Traverse Region. Through hands-on learning and
technical training, apprentices gain skills and experience that pave the way for their future success
and benefit for our organization,” stated Angela Clem, Director of Operations, Habitat for Humanity,
Grand Traverse Region. SEEDS has been a registered employer since February of 2021 while
Habitat for Humanity joined the program in April of 2022.

Registered apprenticeships are certified through a partnership with the U.S. Department of Labor and
are a proven training method for employers to build a talent pipeline of highly skilled, educated
employees. Northwest Michigan Works! provides technical assistance and administrative support for
registered apprenticeships, including development, implementation and program management.
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NOTE to Media: Images are oftentimes available upon request by emailing Dana O’Dell at
dana.odell@networksnorthwest.org and stating preferences for resolution, file format, and file size. Or phone
(231) 929-5075. Check our online Media Room at networksnorthwest.org/media

Founded in 1974, Networks Northwest facilitates and manages various programs and services for the 10
county region. These programs include Northwest Michigan Works, Small Business Development Center,
Procurement Technical Assistance Center, various business services, and many different regional planning
initiatives in response to our communities’ requests and needs. You will see the broad spectrum of workforce,
business and community services Networks Northwest offers if you visit our website, networksnorthwest.org.
Networks Northwest's member counties are: Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska,
Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford.
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