
Northwest Michigan 

Arts Summit 

 

May 9, 2019 
 

 

 

 



CHANGING TRENDS IN ARTS PARTICIPATION 
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Source: A Decade of Arts Engagement: Findings from the Survey of Public Participation in the Arts, 2002-2012. 

National Endowment for the Arts: January 2015.  

 



 

 

 

PERENNIAL 

CHALLENGE OF  

MAKING OUR 

CASE 



Let’s make arts and 

culture a recognized, 

valued, and expected 

part of everyday 

life. 



CONNECT TO DEEPLY HELD VALUES 
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HOW IMPORTANT IS THIS TO YOU PERSONALLY?  
% saying 10, extremely important 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 
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FACTS AND FIGURES (ALL AT ONCE) 



GROWTH 

CONNECTION 
THROUGH CREATIVE EXPRESSION 

VOICE HAPPINESS 
WELL-

BEING 

Sharing creative experiences and expressing our own creativity builds 
powerful connections with people…with the community and world 

around us…with ourselves…and with our cultural heritage.  

Connecting through creative expression… 

… inspires, teaches and 

challenges us 

… helps us understand, 

appreciate, and 

empathize with other 

people, perspectives, 

and cultures 

… enlarges our emotional 

capacity 

… promotes cognitive 

development and 

fosters critical thinking, 

problem-solving, and 

collaboration skills 

… expresses our unique 

identity, creativity and 

ideas 

… honors and shares 

cultural heritage across 

generations and 

communities 

… engages and elevates 

diverse voices and 

perspectives 

… provides opportunities 

for us to experience 

and be inspired by the 

creative expression of 

others 

… reduces stress and 

helps us find balance 

… boosts resilience, 

recovery and healing 

… fosters lifelong brain 

health 

… energizes and 

recharges us 

… reconnects us with 

ourselves and what’s 

most important in our 

lives 

… creates lasting 

memories 

… promotes interaction 

with people, reduces 

social isolation, and 

builds stronger 

relationships 

… provides opportunities 

for us to experience 

the full range of human 

emotion, and makes us 

more present in 

everyday moments 

… is fun 
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SO WHAT MIGHT THIS ACTUALLY LOOK LIKE? 



OPERATIONAL SUPPORT GUIDELINES 

The Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) is pleased to offer a grant program for Operational 

Support.  This program provides specific support for the operation of arts and cultural organizations throughout 

Michigan that are promoting public engagement, diverse and excellent art, lifelong learning in the arts, and the 

strengthening or livability of communities through the arts.  

 

 

The Operational Support Program provides support exclusively to arts and cultural organizations throughout 

Michigan. These organizations connect with people and the world around them by exploring, sharing and 

supporting creative expression.  In doing so, they promote the health and well-being of communities and 

citizens throughout our state. We believe that by sharing creative experiences and expressing our creativity, we 

build powerful connections with the people we are closest to, with our community, the world around us and 

with ourselves.  Creativity is in everyone and all around us, by exploring and experiencing creative expression 

our lives are better. Organizations supported by this program provide this service to us all.  
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Creating Connection MI is a series of intimate, personal stories that demonstrate how sharing creative experiences and 
expressing our own creativity helps us connect with others, our community, the world around us and with ourselves.  
 
Creative expression enriches lives and communities by helping us grow and find personal fulfillment; find and share our 
voice; promote our health and well-being; and contributes to our happiness.  All of which is critical to the work of  MCACA 
here in Michigan.  We encourage you to connect with people and the world around by exploring, sharing and supporting 
creative expression.  

Creating Connection MI 















www.michigan.gov/arts 


