a program of

NORTHWEST

MICHIGAN  / Networks Chief Elected Official: Chris Christensen
s I ' Northwest Board Chair: Nicole Sulak
a« ® / Business / Chief Executive Officer: Janie McNabb

NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

6/12/25

Primary Media Contact: Christy Nelson, Regional Director of Adult Education

231.649.1046
christy.nelson@networksnorthwest.org

Secondary Media Contact: Dana O'Dell, Communications Coordinator
231.929.5075
dana.odell@networksnorthwest.org

Northwest Education Services Adult Education Program Honors 47
Student Achievements at Graduation Ceremony

TRAVERSE CITY, Ml — The Northwest Education Services Adult Education program
proudly celebrated the accomplishments of 47 adult learners during a heartfelt
graduation ceremony held Wednesday, June 11, at 7:00 p.m. in Milliken Auditorium,
Traverse City.

The event recognized nine students who earned their high school diploma and 38 who
successfully completed the GED, receiving their High School Equivalency (HSE) certificate.
Three graduates shared moving speeches, highlighting the personal challenges they
overcame on their path to achieving this milestone.

Six of the graduates, along with three other students, were inducted into the prestigious
National Adult Education Honor Society (NAEHS). Honorees were selected by their
instructors based on exemplary attendance, a positive and cooperative attitude, and
consistent effort and initiative in their studies. Membership in the NAEHS is a lifelong
honor awarded to a select group of students who demonstrate these qualities throughout
their time in the program.

“This event is a powerful reminder of what's possible when adults are given the support,
tools, and encouragement to achieve their educational goals,” said Christy Nelson,
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Regional Director of Adult Education. “Each student follows a personalized learning plan
that supports their unique career and life goals.”

The Northwest Education Services Adult Education program plays a vital role in preparing
adult learners—many of whom are already active in our communities—for success in
today's workforce. Through a partnership between Northwest Education Services,
Networks Northwest, and Northwest Michigan Works!, the program operates six Learning
Labs across Northwest Michigan. These labs offer year-round instruction with flexible
daytime and evening hours. Learners can enroll at any time and progress at their own
pace.

For more information about Adult Education opportunities in Northwest Michigan, please
visit nwm.org/learninglabs.
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NOTE to Media: Images are oftentimes available upon request by emailing Dana O'Dell at dana.odell@networksnorthwest.org and stating preferences for
resolution, file format, and file size. Or phone (231) 929-5075. Check our online Media Room at networksnorthwest.org/media

Founded in 1974, Networks Northwest facilitates and manages various programs and services for the 10-county region. These programs include
Northwest Michigan Works!, APEX Accelerator (formerly PTAC), various business services, and many different regional planning initiatives in response to
our communities’ requests and needs. You will see the broad spectrum of workforce, business, and community services Networks Northwest offers if you
visit our website, networksnorthwest.org. Networks Northwest's member counties are Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska,

Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford.
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