
 
Chief Elected Official: Chris Christensen 
Board Chair: Nicole Sulak 
Chief Executive Officer: Janie McNabb 

Antrim • Benzie • Charlevoix  • Emmet • Grand Traverse • Kalkaska • Leelanau • Manistee • Missaukee • Wexford 

PO Box 506 • Traverse City, MI  49685-0506 • Phone (231) 929-5000 • Fax (231) 929-5012 • networksnorthwest.org 
Networks Northwest and Northwest Michigan Works! are supported by the State of Michigan and are proud partners of the American Job Center Network. Projects may be funded 
with the authorized and appropriate use of federal funds. Contact Networks Northwest for additional information. Equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and service 

are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Individuals with speech or hearing impairments may call the Michigan Relay Center by dialing 711. 

NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 26, 2025 

Primary Media Contact: Mathew Cooke, Community Planner 
231.929.5056 
mathew.cooke@networksnorthwest.org
 
Secondary Media Contact: Dana O’Dell, Communications Coordinator 
231.929.5075 
dana.odell@networksnorthwest.org 
 
 
 

How Can We Improve Trash, Recycling, and More 
in Your Community? 

 
NORTHWEST LOWER MI – What if your recycling bin or drop-off site could accept more, or 

you had access to new ways to start composting? Networks Northwest is working with 

Antrim, Charlevoix, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford County on their Materials 

Management processes, and are actively seeking responses from residents and visitors to 

the Northwest Lower Michigan Materials Management Plan Resident Survey. The 

anonymous survey can be completed in 5-10 minutes with responses directly impacting 

the goals and objectives and action plan of the respective counties.  

 

All Counties are required to update their Materials Management Plan which deals with 

trash, recycling, and organics, amongst other materials. The survey will help the Planning 

Committee with understanding what the community is looking for and determining the 

plan’s goals and objectives. Possible ideas include new composting opportunities, 

expanded recycling access, or increasing the number of household hazardous waste 

events. We would love to hear what ideas and thoughts you have to help keep things out 

of the landfill that do not belong there.  

 

https://bit.ly/MMPSurvey
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According to the 2024 EGLE Annual Report of Solid Waste Landfilled in Michigan, Antrim, 

Charlevoix, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford landfilled over 500,000 tons of materials. 

Some landfilled materials are unable to be recovered (such as the Industrial Waste 

generated in Charlevoix County), but data modeling estimates there is around 86,000 tons 

of readily compostable and readily recyclable materials being landfilled. Some of this 

figure is dependent on what is accepted within the community. 

 

2024 County Landfilled and Estimated Recyclable and Compostable Tonnages 

County 2024 Tons Landfilled Estimated Recyclable and 
Compostable Tons  

Antrim 78,111 17,0000 

Charlevoix 242,114 18,900 

Manistee 93,033 17,700 

Missaukee 29,706 9,900 

Wexford 58,665 22,700 

TOTAL TONNAGE 501,630 86,200 

 

Residents who provide their email address will be entered into a drawing for one of five 

$50 gift cards and can be assured their email will only be used for that purpose. For more 

information on Materials Management, visit nwm.org/mmp. For any questions, to request 

a paper copy of the survey, or for additional assistance, please contact Mathew Cooke, 

Community Planner at Networks Northwest, by email at 

mathew.cooke@networksnorthwest.org or phone at (231) 929-5056. 

 

Survey Link:  

https://bit.ly/MMPSurvey 

 

 

Networks Northwest MMP Resource Page: 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Legislative/MMD/Part-115/Report-FY24-Landfilled-Solid-Waste.pdf?rev=b1a8a575d427406f8a4ad4fb4de0ff47&hash=430D8389FB9BEE4BA4AA6D076DCC50F7
https://bit.ly/MMPSurvey
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https://www.networksnorthwest.org/community/materials-management-planning/ 
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NOTE to Media: Images are oftentimes available upon request by emailing Dana O’Dell at dana.odell@networksnorthwest.org and stating preferences for 

resolution, file format, and file size. Or phone (231) 929-5075. Check our online Media Room at networksnorthwest.org/media 

 

Founded in 1974, Networks Northwest facilitates and manages various programs and services for the 10-county region. These programs include 

Northwest Michigan Works!, APEX Accelerator (formerly PTAC), various business services, and many different regional planning initiatives in response to 

our communities’ requests and needs. You will see the broad spectrum of workforce, business, and community services Networks Northwest offers if you 

visit our website, networksnorthwest.org. Networks Northwest’s member counties are Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, 

Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford.  

https://www.networksnorthwest.org/community/materials-management-planning/

