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• History of ARTown/MACNE 
– Michigan Arts & Culture 

Northeast (MACNE) 

– Creative collaboration 

– 43 arts, cultureand  humanities 
organizations in NE MI 

– Exploring regional 
communities around arts & 
culture 
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• US 23 Heritage Route 
– Partnership with 

NEMCOG 

– ARTrail Roadmap 
coordinates 

– MACNE serves as arts & 
culture arm of US 23 
Heritage Route 





• Marketing Regional Event 
– US 23 Heritage Website 

– Self-posting of calendar events 

– Signage along highway and 
tributaries 

– Signature Poster and rack cards 

– 200 mile road trip 

– Selfie campaign 

– County promotional materials 

– Sustaining momentum  
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• Event Highlights 
– Geocaching 

– Lighthouse Festival 

– Negwegon Dark Sky experience 

– Chowder Festival 

– Balloon and air plane rides 

– State Park activities & camping 

– Indigenous People’s Day 

– Movie premiere at local library 

– Art & historic fashion shows 

– Over 100 event & destination 
postings 
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Great Lakes  
Lighthouse Festival 



• Promoting Self-Guided Tours 
– US 23 Heritage Route Website 

– Self-generated plans & maps 

– Extensive annotated directory 
of events & destination points 

– Lots of Videos & photos 

– Heavy media engagement 

• Alpena News 

• The Guide 

• More 
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http://www.us23heritageroute.org/ 

Facebook Feed 



• Social Media 
– US 23 Heritage Route Website 

– Facebook 

– Under the Radar partnership 

– Data tracking & results 

– Media interview postings 

– Selfie Postings 

– Build upon community pride & 
nostalgia 

– Have fun, quirky is good! 
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Facebook Feed 

Facebook Page 



• Lessons Learned & 
Challenges 
– Pros & cons 

– Missteps 

– Budget 

– Television ads 

– Need for volunteers 

– Events that create critical mass 

– People still want printed maps 

– Measuring results 
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2016 Lake Huron Discovery Tour, October 6-10 


