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National Scenic Byway/All American Road
| National Forest Scenic Byway
e state Scenic Byway
State Rec n Byway
W State Historic Byway
l Welcome Cen

The goal of the program is to identify,
designhate, and support certain portions of the
state trunk line highways system as Pure
Michigan Byways for the enhancement and
enjoyment of Michigan’s scenic, recreational,
and historic resources along its roadside.

* Previously called “Michigan Heritage Routes,” the
program was established in 1993 by Public Act 69.
 Itwas rebranded in 2014 to “Pure Michigan Byways.”

e Administered by MDOT
 Staffed by Regional Planning Agencies
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* The Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) established
the NSBP

 Sought to create a distinctive collection of
American roads.

 |STEA Instructed States to create their own
Program for Recognition of Byways

* 1993 - Public Act 69 created the Heritage
Route Program —

* Legislation Sought to Create a program to
identify, promote, and protect roadways
throughout Michigan.

* 2014 - Public Act 445 renamed the program
Pure Michigan Byways

e Legislation Sought to align the program with the
Award Winning Pure Michigan Campaign.




Woodward Avenue
Copper Country Trail
River Road

NATIONAL FOREST SCENIC BYWAY

Whitefish Bay National Forest 14
Black River National Forest 16
STATE SCENIC BYWAY
M-22 Byway 18

T e Currently 1,152 miles of
truckline road have been
designated as state and/or

o R T Old Mission Peninsula -
T Tunnel of Trees 14
@MDOT 5.9 fed e ral Byway Tahquamenon

US-2 Top of the Lake Scenic Byway
STATE RECREATION BYWAY
Sunrise Coast 3

22 Byways Within Michigan

. . I-69 Recreational Y

* National Scenic Byways: 2 pethway o Family Fon %
- All-American Roads: 1 Hidden Coast 38
o Nati LF tS . Chief Noonday 40
ationa ores cenic North Huron Recreational Trail 42

West Michigan Pike

Byways: 2

- State Scenic Byways: 17 - '““'“C e .
 Historic: 5 Iron County Heritage Trail 53
e Scenic:7 Marshall’s Territorial Road 54
* Recreational: 5 e Senie By E1Y .

@ Al-American Roacs @ National Scenic Byways



* From the Inception of ISTEA, the transportation

community has been balancing land-use and E———

* To achieve that balance various materials are required to earn a

Intrinsic Resources
* Alisting of the resources available to the traveler demonstrates

Letters of Support kS
 Demonstrating support from the organizations actively engaged

Nominating Team

Friendship

transportation planning. e P s 10 e

P e T No
Description/Use/Facilities COUNTY/CITY/VILLAGENVILLAGE OF

* FHWA in establishing the NSBP seeks to balance the long- T f Do £ e fSver s and st el hrage ks pos VA L

HERITAGE ROUTE RESOLUTION

range planning of America’s premiere touring routes with _
sustainable management practices to ensure the route may be a»”m;mﬁ:“Jmm““@‘“m““m
enjoyed for generations to come. '

. WHEREAS the pubiic highway known as to
within the County/City/Village/ Township af exhibits exceptional scemnfé\cm‘e:u'nna.lf

B historic quality and passes through an ares of significant regional importance, and
2,

—extending from

WHEREAS a study has been underiaken by

which assesses the i and
documents the charaeter and features of the _ quality of and

highway eorridor, and

byway designation.

o WHEREAS it is intended thar the study be forwarded to MDOT in order 1o
a heritage route, -

nominate __as
o .NOW' THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County/City/V
Fnuncil enthusiastically supports the nomination of
including this resolution with the aomination documents, and

illage/Township Board/
.25 a herjtage route and authorizes

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County/Ciry/Village/T: i i it
| regueses and encourages the MDOT to quickly desgnate - at g pos el hercby

gnare _ as a heritage route.

L
planning from a destination perspective.

) BjE I']: FURI?—-IR R_.E.‘_}OIL\’ED that the County/City/Village/Tawnship Boerd/Council hereby
ommits itself to enforce within its jurisdiction the management pian pmofﬂ;is nomination ’

COn the motion to adopt by Member seconded by Member
——— . N . - = - - -
(:7[(./0[.__ ayes and nays, this resolution was earried and the
adopted.

_.anda
— declared the resolution

Dated: e

The M-719 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Roufe Plan does not attempt to address every-
issue and problem along the corridor. Ideally, this plan update should continue to be used as a
quide to achieve community visions, while clarifying the issues and actions required for
protecting its distinctiveness. The plan update is also a guide for future coridor profection,
and continues to enable local communities to maintain more local contrel over the corridor
without having ownership of the roadway.

in management decisions for the route creates a mechanism
for inspiring stewardship.

The M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route Committee is made up of representatives
from the following:

‘ O
 Those undertaking the designation process are instrumental in % s e
creation of a Management Committee. M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route - s visoe
2023 Corridor Management Plan Update grr;ent]gsaﬁflailo::ﬁ Aesociats
imet Lounty Lakesnore Assocliation
Management Plan e
. .. . . . /] ‘.\ . I\;!Ichlgan Department afTranspnnaﬂon_
* Aninitial planis required to demonstrate how the route will be /] \\ * EmmetCouny o ol inders
. 0 | ) « Little Traverse Conservancy
managed’ and represents the Long-term deSIreS for the rOUte. | \ The Northwest Michigan Council of Governments facilitates and coordinates the Committee
Turnel of Trees :gg }:I'(ljempnr%i?:sp ?; \:ir:i?a gl;:’;shgpg;lﬁ g;\;f-,:_opmem by compiling the input, insights, resources,
8




* Once Designated, the Management
Plan outlines how a designation is

Implemented.
R —— * Primary Management Areas are:
Michigan Department of Transportation Preservation’ Promotion’ Protection

Submitted November 2024

g * Byway Actions are focused on
; CO"SEFNTRY advancing the route’s focused
"B management area.

sanonar sy, © MDOT offers various forms of support to
advance a Byway’s Management Area

* The management plan demonstrates
long-range planning and is crucial
justification to support planning
desires.

River Road
Scenic Byway

Corridor
Management
Plan




t Can Y to Prevent
Invasive Plants

. Avoid disturbing natural areas, including the clearing of native
vegetation.

. Remove known invasive plants from your property.

. Be an informed gardener and check if plants are invasive before
you purchase and plant them.

. Educate friends, neighbors, and local nurseries about problems
caused by invasive plants.

. Avoid spreading invasive plants you may come in contact with
while enjoying outdoor activities by removing seeds and plant
fragments from clothing and equipment before leaving an area.

. Keep vehicles out of patches of known invasive plants. Drive on
established roads. Remowve clinging weeds before leaving an
area.

. Keep pets and other animals out of the known patches of
invasive plants.

. Check your watercraft and trailer for clinging aquatic weeds.

. Mever take plants from a wild area for transplanting or
omamental purposes!

. Please protect and restore native plants:
Native plants are best suited for soil and light conditions, and
rainfall amounts in the region for your property

These plants can require less maintenance

They have the best chance of survival

Protect natural habitats and the diversity of plants first

Please salvage native plants before development whenever
possible

Restore natural habitats that have been changed or damaged

Scenic Heritage Route

The Tunnel of Trees
(M-119)

oalts

* Balancing growth and
development with
preservation and
conservation

* Balancing roadside
safety with
aesthetics

* Maintaining steep
slope integrity

* Preventing

intrusions to scenic
character
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HERITAGE
ROUTE

Parks & Trails

losco County, Mlclugan . |
e (R Huron Blueways
e Goals " Paddiing Atlas &7 -
it  Ensure that. alternativg forms of ' |
y;wk transportation are available along
”@ US 23. FHWA
TR, » Facilitate the public’s enjoyment of

Sunrise Cgast Touring Guide

forests, open spaces and scenic
views along the route

* Provide visitors with quality
iInformation, guiding, and
wayfinding along the US 23 Heritag
Route.

’j‘ ; | . ’Pare /Lcchtgan Byway

A GUIDEBOOK FOR TOURING THE LAKE HURON COAST!




Byway Management

collaborative action
at various scales

e Local Committee

* RPA
* MDOT




e So, What Do We Do?

* Legislature

* Establishes the program
and outline’s its focus and
function.

* No Legislative Action Taken
Since 2014
* Governor

* Any newly designated
byway must be awarded
their designation by the
Governor.
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 Central Office

* Designation

* We Provide Official
Designations to Proposed
Route’s For Their
Recognition

* |[dentification

* We Identify Funding
Opportunities, Innovative
Manaﬁement Techniques,
and Physically Unique
Areas.

* Management

* We Manage Funding
Distributions, Land-use
Changes, and
Recognition

* Planning

* We Assist in All Planning
Activities For a Byway
(Beautification,
Construction,
Maintenance, Safety, Etc.)

* Regional MDOT Offices
 Partner Status

* MDOT Regions are
Primary Partners of
Byway Committees
As the Owner of the

MDOT Regional
Service Areas and Facilities

Designated Routes V- 4
and inform e ..
committees over any L= L T AT o b
planned work for a Sl = U7
- prm— '\\\, '/(/}\Z/J 3 BoD
roadway. i &l
O < e , NORTH i fass (-
* Management 4 ,,/{.'_ _»\k
* As the Owner of the o s )

Roadway, MDOT

C a1’ 00 . N - e oD
engages in the actual |.== snanojSS S R -
management of a — R oati e
roadway | e |
(Construction, = RS - Sl
Engineering, Etc.). — somwesr i el 1

/"....._ e —

~ UNIVERSITY



e Administration * Planning

* Manage or assist in the
management of
designated byways

e Serve as a liaison
between MDOT and the
local byway committee

* Ensure the byway
corridor management
planis up to date.

* Assistinthe
management and
facilitation of byways
meetings.

* Maintenance of existing
byways websites.

Assist Regional Economic
Development |nitiatives.

Assist in Byway event
creation and
implementation.

 Facilitate Marketing and

Promotional Activities

* Website creation or grand

scale updates.

Prepare and/or assist in the
development or update of
corridor management
plans (CMP).

Conduct studies and
manage research
initiatives of the byway.

What’s Been Done Recently?

—13 |7

Marketing Plan

Sighage Improvements
Corridor Management
Plans

Environmental Reviews
Engineering & Design



The Local Committee’s Role

* Following a Route’s Designation, the
Nominating Team then Transforms to
a Management Council for the Byway}

* This Committee retains the
management of the byway as Local
Byway Committee

* Additional Members may be from the
Government, Industry and the Public

* The role of the local byway
committee is to provide leadership,
promote the byway’s vision, and to
maintain a successful byway
designation.




The Local Committee’s Role

* What Do They Do?
* Designation

* The local scenic byway committee will
serve as the applicant for a proposed
corridor designation and is responsible for

preparing and/or acquiring all required
documentation.

e |dentification

* The committee analyzes the corridor,
including land use, transportation issues,

community goals, lighting and more to
implement the byway’s vision.

* Representation

* The committee manages meetings,
Intergovernmental relations, and serves

as the primary point of contact for the
Public.




The Local Committee’s Role
* What Do They Do?

* Management

Tgis committee will be instrumental in developing the Corridor Management Plan
(CMP).

Formulate bylaws and a decision-making process.

Maintain meeting minutes.

Establish a corridor vision.

Develop and implement goals, objectives and strategies for the vision.

Develop a schedule or work plan for implementation.

Develop a training program for new members.

Research and document opportunities and techniques for corridor management
protection.

Identify existing management entities having authority and ability to implement
corridor strategies.

Search for funding sources such as grants and fund-raising opportunities to create
funds for prospective projects.

Manage the implementation phase. ‘&MDOI-



Who Is Involved?

* In Short, Anyone!

e Committee Members

* Membership can be broad, and is
ultimately decided by your Committee’s
Bylaws

* Arepresentative from each organization
offering a Letter of Support for the Byway
should be included.

« Some Committees Require a Membership Fee

e Committee Partners

* Arepresentative from all organizations
Involved in byway activities should be
Included.

* Trail Groups, Energy Providers, MDOT,
CRAs, FLMAs, and Many More!
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* The Tunnel of Trees Scenic Byway is a
designated byway on M-119 from Harbor
Springs to Cross Village MI.

* Designated in 2003
e 27 Miles North-South oo

* The Route e,

* Linear corridor that traverses rolling hills,
lakeshore bluffs, creeks and springs prowdlng
stunning views, undisturbed natural Good Hart
environments, and historic education along the
way

* Characterized by Picturesque Views as it hugs the
shore of Lakes Michigan, providing scenic vistas
and access to recreation areas across Emmet
County.

* Whatis it?

* A corridor with unparalleled natural beauty, a
protected natural environment, varied historical &
cultural resources, and numerous recreational el
opportunities that make M-119 one of Michigan’s , O
most visited corridors. SAGYOl

Harbor
Springs




e What’s the Vision?

* The natural, scenic, and cultural character of the Tunnel of Trees
corridor will be protected, preserved, and enhanced for generations

to come.

* What are the Goals?
* To promote protection and preservation of the “Tunnel of Trees”
corridor.

* To assess existing community plans and regulations to ensure
effective implementation of the goals and projects listed in the

corridor management plan.
* To promote enhancement projects restoring character and showing
the history of the Heritage Route.

* To unite the linear community through Heritage Route management.

* How to Achieve the Goal?

* Objectives are action items to support a byway goal.

* “A major objective to implement the M-119 Tunnel of Trees ... Corridor
Management Plan is providing educational materials and activities.”

* Strategies are the Action to be taken to achieve the objective.

* “ldentify potential Hlstorlcal Markers/Signs sites. Continue maintenance o
the historic marker signs.”




Motchimanitou

=1 Devils Elbow
* Where is the funding to undertake action  ToT Historical Sign Project A flowing spring in this
items? ] | ravine was believed by
 NSBP Funding e The pr0jeCt SOUght to achieve area Odawa Indian Bands to be the home
. . _ . . . W of spirits who made their presence Known |
¢ Fundlng fOI’ visual assessments, -‘t‘he lOng running corridor goal' i this ocation during the Rours of darkness. g
preservation plans, and more is To promote enhancement ‘ |
?r\(/)arganl_ll?A}"&om Byway Program Grants projects restoring character
+ SB-2003-MI-50: Marshall Historic and showingthe history of the 7
Resource Protection Project received Heritage Route. 72 >t
$334,000 (Marshall’s Territorial Road) P off-'ho[z[ N ‘T |
+ State Funding * Project Demonstrated ‘ 0 G )
. . . : By '. ; In thi area,ﬁmeatﬁahryetrer
 Various funding sources are available Strong Partnership T i cf f i enamsne:
across all state departments to address « Little Traverse Bay Bands of = RS 2-:-674,%001;«@%& mar;ycm;itsfn
i i . ¢ ' ate 1700's. T - tree was also used as a
pl‘esel’vatlon & educatlon S Odawa Indian (Consultant) navigational tool during scasonal migrations. i

« MACC Mission Support Grant Program: . ) :
Harbor Springs Historical Society VA HEIeR1 6 Harbor Sprlngs
received $20,000 (2025) Area Community Foundation

. . Fund
 Non-Profit Funding (Funder) |
: ' * Tunnel of Trees Committee
* Numerous Foundations or Non-profit e

organizations are available to address > ,_ |
Soien ot iho comdor Marylocal + 5Signs have been nstatied BRI /1 (i

! . sinn | The church below, built in 1889,
Byway Committees. since 2004 B

Jesuit mission of 1741, which was rebuilt by .

e The Peto S.key- Harbo r S p ri ngS Area local Waganafising Odawak, carpenters
Community Foundation Grants . o crufismen in 1825




I. Basic Project Information — Project Description, Location, and Parties

Benefits Of a Byway DeSignation The project sarrative should be submitted in a single PDF document and should thoroughly

address cach of the below statutory eligibility criteria and merit criteria with as moch detail as
possible, without exceeding the overall page limit. FHW A recommends that the Basic Project
[nformation section follow the outline below to address the program reguircments and assist
evaluators in locating relevant information:

Mame/title of proposed project.

The State DOT or Indian Tribe applying for fanding (23 ULS.C. 162(b 1))
Mame and contact mformation for the State DOT or Tribal applicant point of contact.
Mame of the byway(s) impacted by the proposed project, and whether the project isa
statewide or multi-Stabe project.

Designation type of the byway(s) impacted by the proposed project (Natiomal Scenic
Byway, All-American Road, State scenic byway, or Indian Tribe scenic byaay) {23
LEC, 1a2(bW AN —(vw)).

6. The primary project type under which the proposed project aligns (23 US.C. 162(c)).
T. Ifapplicable, the additional project types identified.

. Project Abstract (maximum five sentences): Summarize project work that wouald be
completed under the project. The project abstract must swecinetly describse ow the
specific request for NSBP funds would be used to complete the project.

Blape=

b

(a) Project Description

The applicant should provide detailed information abowt the project., including current cleallenges
and how the project would address these challenges. The project description must also detail
how the propect will protect the scenic, historical, recreational, cultural, natural, and

e RPAs Provide Technical Assistance archacological integrity of a highway and adjacent aseas (23 U.S.C. 162(d))
e Administration .
* Planning

* Funding is Made Available through Grants to
Support Byway Activities

The applicant should provide a concise discussion of the project”s history and a description of
amy previously mcurred costs. The applicant may use this section to place the project into a
beoader context of other infrastructure investments being pursuwed by the project sponsoer.

To the extent possible, FHW A encourages, but is not reguiring, applicants wo identify the degree
to which the project may contribute to the functioning and growth of the sconomy, mcluding the
cxtent o which the project addresses congestion or freight connectivity, bridges service gaps in
rural areas, or promotes greater land-use productivity, including main street revitalization or
locally-driven density decisions that support equitable commercial and mixed-mcome
resudential developiment.




* The Primary Benefit of a Byway
Designation is establishment of a
committee whose purview is
Addressing the issues of the Corridor.

* Recognizing the committee’s relative
lack of control over the roadway, it is
designed as a forum so the decision
makers can adequately plan for the
benefit of the community.

e Safety Issues
* Multi-Modal Transportation

e Qutside of the Corridor Issues, the

"“,. i
-
'I 3
o

Volcanic Legacy Community

Committee Serves as a Forum to align Pastiership DMO Plan

planning for the region from a RS

deStlna'Uon perspectlve. art One: Visitor Focused Marketing Plan
 Resource Protection/Preservation PR Cember N IDenied Soruspd e

Plan

NATIONAL|



Byway Success Stories

Copper Country Trail
National Byway

Amemicas Brwava® Lake Superior

Copper Country Trail Location Map

~ Jacobsville

@ Vistor Centers

N
Houghton - Keweenaw
Convention & Visior Bureau
W Calumet - Keweenaw Peninsula
Chamber of Commerce
Copper Harbor Visitor's Center

0 25 5 75 10

Houghton Co.




e HERITAGE
ROUTE

SCENIC

ICHIGAN



BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN DRIVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

What?

An Improvement to a Road in Effort
to Advance the Scenic Quality of the
Route

Where?

Brockway Mtin Drive: The Highest
Scenic Route Between the Rocky &
Allegheny Mins.

Why?

Overlooks Developed through
desires of the Keweenaw County
Road Commission & Keweenaw
National Historic Park

NATIONAL BYWAY




BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN
DRIVE IMPROVEMENT

'. > ‘4
& ettt

o PROJECT

s ® LA

History
1920’s: Project Proposed

Jumpstart the Tourism Industry W AY

Great Depression Creates A Cheap Labor
Pool

Increased Workforce from 70-80 to 600-
700 Men

1933: Construction Started
Basic road completed in 4 months
150-300 men, all hand work — no machines

Brockway Mtn Drive Officially opened on
Tuesday, October 10, 1933

Scenic Overlook Work continued:
1934: Scenic Overlook Improvement Made

1936: Project Considered Complete
($40,000)

1938-1940 drive was hard-surfaced




BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN DRIVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

2005 Applied to Scenic Byways Grant
Program

Acquisition of Copper Harbor Overlook (“‘Brockway
Nose”) | NATIONAL BYWAY

Construction of Overlook
Preservation of Walls
Surfacing of Turnouts

Interpretive Signage

Project Funded in 2006 (SB-2006-MI-03)

Road Commission Applicant
Keweenaw National Historical Park Consulting

WUPPDR Facilitating

Matching funds/in-kind from Property Owner
and KCRC.




OPPER

BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN DRIVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT OUNTRY
Fall 2012 Future Construction &
. Interpretive Signage Planned
Overlook Construction & WUPPDR & Local Agency 2024
Dedication Compleie Programs (LAP) Involvement NATIONAL BYWAY

Resurfacing Needed
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