
 
Chief Elected Official: Chris Christensen 
Board Chair: Nicole Sulak 
Chief Executive Officer: Janie McNabb 

Antrim • Benzie • Charlevoix  • Emmet • Grand Traverse • Kalkaska • Leelanau • Manistee • Missaukee • Wexford 

PO Box 506 • Traverse City, MI  49685-0506 • Phone (231) 929-5000 • Fax (231) 929-5012 • networksnorthwest.org 
Networks Northwest and Northwest Michigan Works! are supported by the State of Michigan and are proud partners of the American Job Center Network. Projects may be funded 
with the authorized and appropriate use of federal funds. Contact Networks Northwest for additional information. Equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and service 

are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Individuals with speech or hearing impairments may call the Michigan Relay Center by dialing 711. 

NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 24, 2025 

Primary Media Contact: Mathew Cooke, Community Planner 
231.929.5056 
mathew.cooke@networksnorthwest.org 
 
Secondary Media Contact: Dana O’Dell, Communications Coordinator 
231.929.5075 
dana.odell@networksnorthwest.org 
 
 
 

Shape a Sustainable Future: Northwest Lower Michigan 
Launches Materials Management Planning Survey 

 
NORTHWEST LOWER, MI– Networks Northwest invites residents to actively participate in shaping 

the future of waste and materials management in their communities. Networks Northwest is 

collaborating with Antrim County, Charlevoix County, and the tri-county area of Manistee-

Missaukee-Wexford Counties to update their respective Materials Management Plans (MMP). 

These planning processes are in response to amendments in Part 115, Solid Waste Management, 

of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, which mandates updates to existing 

Solid Waste Plans, prioritizing sustainable practices like recycling and composting over traditional 

disposal methods. 

 

These updated plans are essential for ensuring the proper management of all non-hazardous 

materials within Antrim County, Charlevoix County, and Manistee-Missaukee-Wexford Counties. 

They will establish guidelines for facility locations (such as landfills, transfer stations, and 

composting sites), document current and future infrastructure needs, and define community goals 

for a more sustainable approach to materials management. 

 

To gather community input, Networks Northwest has launched a confidential and anonymous 25-

question Materials Management Planning Survey. The survey takes approximately 8 to 10 

minutes to complete, and the responses will directly assist the respective Materials Management 

https://bit.ly/MMPSurvey
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Planning Committees in updating these important plans. "Community input, feedback, and 

participation are key to the success of any planning process," says Mathew Cooke, Community 

Planner at Networks Northwest, encouraging all residents in Northwest Michigan, but especially in 

Antrim, Charlevoix, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford County, to take a few minutes to complete 

the survey and share their insights. “Your feedback will directly shape how we manage materials 

for a more sustainable future." 

 

Residents who provide their email address to be entered into a drawing for one of five $50 gift 

cards can be assured their email will only be used for that purpose. For more information on 

materials management and other planning process, visit nwm.org/mmp. Networks Northwest will 

announce additional engagement opportunities as the planning processes progress. 

 

For any questions, to request a paper copy of the survey, or for additional assistance, please 

contact Mathew Cooke, Community Planner at Networks Northwest, by email at 

mathew.cooke@networksnorthwest.org or phone at (231) 929-5056. 

 

Survey Link: https://bit.ly/MMPSurvey 

 

Networks Northwest MMP Resource Page: 

https://www.networksnorthwest.org/community/materials-management-planning/ 

# # # 
NOTE to Media: Images are oftentimes available upon request by emailing Dana O’Dell at dana.odell@networksnorthwest.org and stating preferences for 

resolution, file format, and file size. Or phone (231) 929-5075. Check our online Media Room at networksnorthwest.org/media 

 

Founded in 1974, Networks Northwest facilitates and manages various programs and services for the 10-county region. These programs include 

Northwest Michigan Works!, APEX Accelerator (formerly PTAC), various business services, and many different regional planning initiatives in response to 

our communities’ requests and needs. You will see the broad spectrum of workforce, business, and community services Networks Northwest offers if you 

visit our website, networksnorthwest.org. Networks Northwest’s member counties are Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, 

Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford.  
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